
People for the American Way
The Campaign to Control America's Vote

Liberal Group Leads Fight Against Bush Judicial Nominees and School Choice

Summary: Texas Supreme Court Jus
tice Priscilla Owen is the latest victim of
People for the American Way's campaign
against President Bush'sjudicial nominees.
OnSeptember5, the SenateJudiciary Com
mittee in a 10-9 party-line vote rejected
her nomination to the Fifth Circuit ofthe
U.S. Court ofAppeals.

W,hen the electronic voting ma
chines introduced in last month's Florida

primary elections failed to correct the vot
ing irregularities that appeared during the
state's 2000 presidential election, People
for the American Way (PFAW) cried foul.

"For all too many Floridians, this is
deja vu all over again," said PFAW vice
president Elliot Mincberg, an overseer of
the PFAW and NAACP volunteers who

monitored the returns.

Mincberg's "deja vu" remark was
quoted in newspapers across the country.
But it was more an inside joke than a clever
off-the-cuff comment, and it reflected a
partisan attitude that Florida elec
tion was illegitimate. The notion that bad
history was repeating itself turned up the
same day when Democratic National Com
mittee chairman Terry McAuIiffe said: "It's
deja vu all over again." Later that evening,
NBC Nightly News anchor Tom Brokaw
introduced areporter's story on the Florida
voting machine fiasco with, "NBC's Kerry
Sanders on deja vu all over again" - and he
didn't attribute the quote to Mincberg or
McAuliffe. PFAW president Ralph Neas
repeated the "deja vu" comment to the Los
Angeles Times the following day.

By Patrick J. Reilly

Judge Priscilla Owen is the latest
victim of PFAW's judicial witch hunt.

Coincidence or collaboration?

America's left-leaning media, politicians
and advocacy groups seem to communi
cate by using a common vocabulary, a
shared language of phrases and symbols.
The "nonpartisan" PFAW frequently op
erates from the same playbook as liberal
Democratic Party activists, and its inter
pretation of events is accepted by the
major news media. This year, PFAW's pri
orities include opposing Bush nominees
for federal courts, energizing public-school
defenders to oppose President Bush's
agenda of school reform, and mobilizing
traditional Democratic constituencies to

vote in the November elections.

PFAW is one ofthe most radical politi
cal organizations of the Left, but you'd
never know it from the respect—and sup
port—it elicits from the media. Byron York
of National Review has documented the

financial contributions PFAW has received

from leading media organizations including
America Online, CBS, Disney (ABC), NBC
and the New York Times Company. Time,
Inc. claims that it stopped its contributions
in late 2000 when it realized its gifts to
PFAW were "inappropriate" for a media
organization. But there is no evidence that
the other communications giants have simi
larly repented.

CBS has a particular affinity for PFAW,
whose founder, Norman Lear, is the pro
ducer of popular television shows includ
ing the CBS hit "All in the Family." Since
1981, when Lear put his celebrity status to
work by setting up PFAW to oppose Jerry
Falwell's "Moral Majority," the group has
relied on star-powerto expand its influence.
PFAW board members include Lear, actor

Alec Baldwin, former Congressman Rev.
Robert Drinan, rock star ex-wife Bianca
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Jagger, NAACP president Kweisi Mfume,
philanthropist Paul Soros, Hollywood ac
tivist Margery Tabankin, and actress
Kathleen Turner. Last month, actor/direc
tor Rob Reiner hosted a PFAW fundraiser

in Beverly Hills to celebrate Lear's 80th
birthday.

PFAW's formidable budget helps ward
offcriticism. In 2000, People for the Ameri
can Way received $5.1 million in contribu
tions, even though it is a 501(c)(4) non
profit and gifts to it are not tax-deductible.

The affiliated People for the American
Way Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit (for
which gifts are tax-exempt) collected nearly
$7.5 million in 2000. Substantial founda

tion support came from the Ford Founda
tion, Eastman Kodak Charitable Trust,
Phillips Family Foundation, John S. and
James L. McKnight Foundation and the
Pincus Family Fund among others. (See
Box on page 4).

Since 1998, the PFAW Foundation

has received corporate support from Ar
cher Daniels Midland, the H.J. Heinz Com-
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Notwithstanding the legal distinctions
between PFAW and its 501(c)(3) elluca-
tional foundation, both affiliates act in
concert: They promote a leftist policy
agenda that almost always coincides with
Democratic Party interests. Inayear|when
Democrats hope to pin full control of
Congress, PFAW activities are especially
noteworthy.

Get Out the Democratic Vote

Like other left-wing advocacy gijoufjs,
PFAW gets away with a curious mix of
"issue education," voter registraticin ac
tivities and Democratic party politics.

It engages in direct partisan activities
through the People for the American Way
Voters' Alliance, apolitical action commit
tee established in 1998 to "Fight the Rghl"
As of June 30, this PAC had contri juted
$51,500 to 29 federal candidates in the 2002
cycle, all ofthem Democrats. Since 1̂98, it
has supported only two Republicans—
Rhode Island Senator Lincoln Chafed arid
New York Representative Amo
Houghton—who received less than one
percent of its contributions.

During the 2000 presidential camf aign,
PFAW sponsored an ad which noted that
a president's judicial appointees can have
"40 years ofinfluence overour freedcimsL"
The ad then portrayed George W. Bi sh as
opposing "choice, gun control and stroijg
environmental protections." And it Trum
peted Vice President A1 Gore as a ciandi-
date who "favors justices who are! pro-
choice, support gun safety laws and envi
ronmental protection."

PFAW's tax-exempt and "non-])arti-
san" educational foundation also supports
Democratic candidates by registering and
motivating voters drawn from traditnonal
Democratic constituencies. For instance,
this yearPFAW teamed up with the Ny'̂ ACP
in Florida and with the League of United
Latin American Citizens (LULAC) inCali
fornia to mobilize voters for hotly
tested races.

In Florida, PFAW's "Arrive With
campaign - complete with a statewide bus

con-

ive

tour and door-to-door canvassing - is
encouraging "black and underprivileged"
voters to bring five friends and family
members along when they go to the polls.
Campaign leaders claim the effort is non-
partisan, but the emphasis on black col
lege students and low-income residents
clearly favors Democrats. A similar cam
paign during the 2000 presidential election
is credited with boosting black voter turn
out by almost two-thirds in parts ofFlorida,
giving Gore votes he needed to threaten
Bush's victory. In traditionally Republi
can Orange County, Gore won because
PFAW helped spur a large turnout ofPuerto
Rican Hispanics.

PFAW's voter registration drive prior
to last month's primary election—a rarity,
as registration drives usually focus on
general elections—was hardly disinter
ested. While it identifies itselfas a neutral

party while monitoring polling places for
vote irregularities, PFAW's Florida direc
tor led the opposition to a Miami-Dade
ballot initiative to repeal the county's anti
discrimination law for homosexuals. (The
initiative narrowly failed on September 10.)
PFAW is also supporting a statewide bal
lot initiative to reduce school class sizes.

It goes before voters in November.

With Florida Democrats gearing up
for a high-profile bid to unseat Gov. Jeb
Bush in November, PFAW's complaints
about the new voting machines were de
signed to humiliate him. Bush has touted
his election reform efforts over the past
two years, so PFAW has ample opportu
nity to embarrass the president's brother.
PFAW's Neas insisted that the Governor

should be held ultimately responsible for
last month's fiasco, even though the two
counties with the worst problems are run
by Democrats.

PFAW also has decided to focus

heavily on Florida in other ways. It is
participating in a NAACP lawsuit against
the Jeb Bush administration for election

violations in 2000 and has criticized the

federal Justice Department for closing its
investigation into the state's conduct of
the 2000 election. And PFAW's PAC is

contributing large sums to Florida Demo
crats, including U.S. Senator Bill Nelson,
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